Avebury is the most important stone circle site in the British Isles.  Avebury is located in Wiltshire just a few miles from Stonehenge.  But Avebury is not like Stonehenge.  Stonehenge sits alone in a small area of the Salisbury Plain.  The Avebury stone circles are part of a large area that covers more than 25 acres.
The Avebury site includes the village of Avebury and a huge ditch and earthen bank.  The ditch and bank surround a large outer stone circle.  Two long roads run through the outer circle from north to south and from east to west.  These roads were likely used as ways to enter the circle.
Inside the main circle are two smaller stone circles: the northern circle and the southern circle.  In the past, three huge megaliths stood inside the northern circle.  Now only two remain.  A single huge megalith once stood at the center of the southern circle.  Most of the Avebury stones were taken by nearby farmers and villagers during the past several hundred years.  They used these stones to build their homes and shops.  The megalith no longer exists.
Other key sites such as the ancient burial mounds at West Kennet and Beckhampton are located near Avebury.  An old Roman road also runs through the area.  Pottery and tools found in the Avebury area indicate that people have lived and worked there for thousands of years.
