EUROPEAN CAVE ART

Pretend you are squeezing through a narrow tunnel thirty feet below the ground.  It is very dark.  Your only light is the small beam that shines from the lamp on your miner’s hardhat.  Crunch!  Crunch!  You hear the sound of your boots as you step on cave bear bones.  Suddenly, the tunnel ends and you stumble into a large cave.
At first, you only see the sparkling mineral deposits hanging from the ceiling.  Then you see something else.  Horses, buffaloes, lions, mammoths, and rhinoceroses painted in red, black, and ochre appear to be galloping across the walls!

Three amateur cave explorers, called spelunkers, made this real-world discovery in 1994 while exploring caves in southeastern France near Pont-D’Arc.  Other cave art has been found all across Europe.  For example, cave art has been discovered at Altamira, Spain, and at Lascaux, France.  Scientists who study this cave art believe that people may have created the art to help describe and understand their world.

