Megaliths are huge stones often found standing in a circle.  Some scientists think that stone circles were used to study the sun and the moon.  Others think that they were used for religious purposes.  Still others think they were used for important social events.  No one knows.  Why were stone circles built?
It was very hard to build circles without modern tools.  The stones were very large and heavy.  Often they came from many miles away.  How did people move these stones from one site to another?  This also is a mystery.
Perhaps the stones were dragged to a site on wooden sleds.  Perhaps the stones were floated to a site on river rafts.  Once the stones reached a site, they were raised to a standing position using ropes and other tools.  It is likely that many people worked thousands of hours to create a stone circle.  Two of the most famous stone circles are Stonehenge and Avebury.
Stonehenge
Stonehenge is called a henge monument.  A henge is a circle of stones or wood enclosed by ditches and dirt walls.  Stonehenge was built near Salisbury in southwestern England about 5,000 years ago.
Avebury

Avebury is also a henge monument.  Avebury is just a few miles from Stonehenge in Wiltshire.  Avebury was built about 4,500 years ago.  Scientists think that Avebury was a key social and religious center.
