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The Silk Road
Ancient overland trading routes between Europe and China are collectively known as the Silk Road.  The Silk Road ran more than 6,000 miles from Rome and Venice in Italy to China.  It snaked through important cities in the Middle East such as Antioch, Sidon, and Damascus.  The Silk Road continued by winding through Central Asia’s rugged mountains and around its blistering deserts to reach the trading centers at Bukhara and Samarkand.  From there the Silk Road went on through the Chinese cities of Kashgar and Dunhuang to the city of Changan.
Trading Along the Silk Road.  Traders traveled the Silk Road in camel caravans.  But they rarely traveled the Silk Road from end to end.  Instead, they bought and sold their goods at the bazaars in the key cities that grew up along the trade routes.  Items made in Europe, the Middle East, China, and India were bought and sold at these bazaars.  Trading at these bazaars allowed goods to be passed from merchant to merchant up and down the Silk Road.

Cultural Interactions Along the Silk Road.  Important cultural interactions also took place on the Silk Road.  Ideas, religious beliefs, art, and music were shared by invading armies, merchants, and travelers who followed the Silk Road with the people who lived there.  Small oases and rest areas along the Silk Road grew into important trading cities that were enriched by duties and taxes on trade goods that passed through them.  Powerful Western and Eastern empires controlled these cities and helped to keep the trade routes open and safe.

When the Great Mongol Empire came apart in the 14th century, trading along the Silk Road became too dangerous.  Merchants took to the seas instead.  Sea routes from Europe and the Middle East to China and India largely replaced the overland trade on the Silk Road.
