Thank you for telling about the African city of Timbuktu.  It was exciting to learn how Timbuktu grew from a small oasis at the edge of the Sahara Desert into a great city.  Learning about the West African salt trade was very interesting.  I now know thatsalt was critical to the everyday lives of the people in West Africa.  The need for salt helped Timbuktu grow into a great trading center.  Salt caravans from the Sahara Desert carried blocks of salt to Timbuktu.  Gold mined in the West African forests came by by boat up the Niger River to Timbuktu.  The salt was so important that it was traded for its weight in gold! The Explorers Club meets next Friday afternoon at 3:00 p.m.  we will meet in the branch library at 802 Evans Avenue.  During the meeting, we will share what we have learned about West Africa.  Please join us if you can
